
1 
 

 

ACTIVITIES REPORT / DECEMBER 2012 

During the past year many events and activities took place to expand our movement’s 
presence in the Latin American region, thanks to the efforts and dedication of World Union 
professionals and lay leaders, as well as the support of the Yad B’ Yad Task Force. 
Following are the highlights. 

UJCL Convention brings together representatives fro m 16 countries  
The 13th Convention of the Union of Jewish Congregations of Latin America and the 
Caribbean (UJCL), held at the end of January in Guadalajara, Mexico, brought together over 
150 people from 16 countries.  
 
The UJCL is formed by the various Progressive, Liberal and Conservative Jewish institutions 
within a region that extends from Colombia in South America, to Mexico in North America, 
including Central America and the Caribbean.  

Besides the WUPJ, other entities participated such as the Joint Distribution Committee, the 
Latin American Jewish Congress, the B’nai B’rith and the Masorti Olami. 

The WUPJ group was headed by its president, Rabbi Stephen Fuchs, and its vice president, 
Rabbi Joel Oseran. Also present were the representatives of the Yad B’Yad Task Force, who 
contributed with projects from the WUPJ in Latin America and UJCL, Jerry Tanenbaum 
(chair), Stephen Breslauer and Stephen Olson. 

The WUPJ youth group was represented by the Rabbi Josh Lober and by the Rabbi Elyse 
Goldstein, from the United States; and by Yuval Nemirovsky, from the Netzer Olami/TaMar 
movement in Israel. 

Present from the WUPJ-LA were the president Miriam Vasserman; the vice president Raul 
Gottlieb; and the executive secretary, Berta Zylberstajn; as well as Rabbi Dario Bialer and 
vice president Teresa Roth from the ARI-RJ; Rabbi Guido Cohen and Uriel Romano from the 
AIP in Buenos Aires; and the volunteers Erika Wolff and Hélio Zylberstajn from Brazil. 

The 14th Convention of the UJCL will take place in 2014, in Costa Rica, organized by the 
B’nei Israel Congregation.  
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Beutel Seminar - A decade dedicated to training Jew ish leaders 
The 10th Beutel Leadership Seminar, promoted by the WUPJ’s “Anita Saltz International Education 
Center”, was held in January in Israel with eighteen participants – recommended by their 
communities – from Australia, Brazil, Canada, England, Germany, India, Israel, Poland, Singapore, 
South Africa and the United States.  
Rabbi Steve Bernstein, director of the educational center, describes the seminar as an “intensive 
10 day program in which participants immerse in an experience of concentrated in-depth study and 
discussion sessions on a broad range of issues critical to the future of Israel and the Jewish 
people”. 

According to Maria Antonieta Cohen, known as Tilah, from the CIM – Israeli Congregation of Minas 
Gerais, who was the participant representing the region, “there was a concern in linking, 
connecting all of the discussions to the reality in Israel, including visits to various locations. We saw 
a thriving reality, a diversified and multi-cultural country that faces challenges and tries to solve 
them. It was a great and instigating learning process”. Tilah is the elected president of the CIM and 
was also at the WUPJ Connections 2011 Conference in San Francisco. 

 
Participants - 10th. Beutel Seminar with Rabbi Steve Bernstein, Director of the Saltz IEC and 

Prof. Paul Liptz, Director of Education 

 
Exchange of experiences 
The WUPJ-LA considers it fundamental to have an exchange of experiences among the 
communities around the world whenever possible. Thus, we would like to highlight the visit of 
Morah Miriam Gerber, coordinator of the Lafer School of the Congregação Israelita Paulista (CIP) 
in São Paulo to the school maintained by the Central Synagogue in New York, where she met with 
the principal Arielle Garelleke. 

The meeting was promoted by the WUPJ, through Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor, Vice President-
Philanthropy of the WUPJ, in New York City. 

The trip was also a part of the Morah Miriam’s project in search of materials and possible projects 
that the CIP can conduct with other congregations affiliated to the WUPJ. Morah Miriam has also 
participated in the Bergman Seminar in Israel. 
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WUPJ-LA re-elects board and creates working committ ees  
The board of directors of the WUPJ-LA was re-elected for the biennium 2011-2013 with the 
mission of creating bridges between the communities through the promotion of programs that add 
Progressive Judaism content. One of the main challenges of the group is to raise funds for the 
financial support of the WUPJ-LA, which already has the support of the WUPJ International and of 
the Yad B’yad Task Force. 
To help the board of directors, working committees were created on different fronts with 
representatives from the affiliated communities. 

Board Of Directors  

• President   Miriam Vasserman 
• Vice President  Raul Cesar Gottlieb 
• Treasurer   Flávio Levi Moreira 
• Executive Secretary  Berta Zylberstajn 

Commissions  

• Communications– Sergio Caraver (Sibra- Porto Alegre-BR) and Celia Morgunovsky Gomes 
(Sociedade Valparaíso-Chile) 

• Events and Programming- Dora Lucia Brenner (CIP/São Paulo-BR) and Victor Grimblatt 
(Comunidad Cultural y Religiosa Ruaj Ami/Santiago-Chile) 

• Finances- Flavio Levi Moreira (CIP/São Paulo-BR) and Mario Ruschin (Fundación Judaica-
AR)  

• Religion- Carlos Malamut (CIM/Belo Horizonte-BR) and Raul Gottlieb (ARI/Rio de Janeiro-
BR) 

• Relations with Affiliated- Teresa Roth (ARI/Rio de Janeiro-BR) and Ricardo José Rotholtz 
(Centro de Espiritualidad Judía Mishkan- Buenos Aires-AR). 

 
Sixth Edition of the Lashir Benefesh was a success 
The Lashir Benefesh – Singing with the Soul meeting, which had the support of the WUPJ Latin 
America, brought together dozens of participants in March at the Congregação Israelita Mineira 
congregation in Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais. 
The Lashir Benefesh is a group that travels around and that brings together Chazanim 
professionals as well as sympathizers to participate in training activities as well reflect on 
Chazanim and Jewish culture. 

The sixth edition of the event was organized by Phillip Manuard and discussed topics related to 
repertoire, musical scores, rhythm, the transformation of the written text to the spoken language, 
techniques related to voice and the rest of the body, group experience and the study of Chazanim 
who were important in the past. 

The next meeting will be held at the ARI congregation in Rio de Janeiro on March 10, 11 and 12, 
2013. 
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New Sefer Torah for Porto Alegre and Fortaleza (Bra zil) 
The SIBRA (Israeli Society of Culture and Charity), in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul, received a 
new Sefer Torah, donated by Nilma and David Igdaloff. The couple Igdaloff coming especially from 
Florida, United States was present to participate in the Shabbat Cabalat service when the official 
handover of the new Sefer Torah was made.   
The High Holydays in the SIC (Israeli Society of Ceará) were carried out with great joy this year. 
On the first night of Rosh Hashanah, the new Torah, donated to the SIC by David and Nolma 
Igdaloff, delivered by the hands of the WUPJ-LA it in 4th. Conference of the Jewish Communities 
of Latin America in Buenos Aires was greeted with jubilation and joy by the community and placed 
in the Aaron Hacodesh.  
 
David Igdaloff is the President of the Asociación Israelita de las Pampas (AIP), an institution that 
gathers small Jewish communities of Argentina.  
  

 
              SIC Fortaleza               SIBRA Porto Alegre 

 

Bergman Seminar - Incentive for Jewish education  
“The Bergman Seminar for Progressive Jewish Educators”, promoted by the “The Anita Saltz 
International Education Center”, was held this year from July 5th to the 15th at the Beit Shmuel-
Mercaz Shimshon, worldwide headquarters of the WUPJ in Jerusalem, Israel. 
The seminar, which was created to help deal with the challenges that the communities of 
Progressive Jewish Educators face today and supply them with the necessary tools to speak to the 
new generations, had four representatives from the region last edition. 
The program is innovative and incorporates elements such as spirituality, culture and liturgy, the 
Hebrew language, history and memory, politics, study of texts, Jewish values and pedagogical 
skills. 
The opportunity to visit various locations in Israel also allows for a deep study of the vital issues for 
Jewish education. 
 

4th Conference of the Jewish Communities in Latin Amer ica  
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Conference of the Jewish Communities in the America s was a success  
The debate about the future and the dilemmas that are a part of the everyday life of Progressive 
Judaism in contemporary society was the main topic of the 4th Conference of the Jewish 
Communities in Latin America, which brought together, on August 8th to the 12th, in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, close to 300 representatives of various entities from the host country and also from 
Brazil, Chile, El Salvador, Mexico, United Kingdom, United States and Israel. 
 
The meeting was organized by the World Union for Progressive Judaism (WUPJ), together with the 
Argentinean institutions AIP (Israeli Association of the Pampas); CIRA – Libertad Temple; NCI 
Emanuel Community; Judaica Foundation; and Mishkan – Center of Jewish Spirituality. 
 

 
 

Authorities attended the event  
The conference had over 40 lecturers in 15 panels and four plenary sessions that discussed 
religious studies as well as topics such as the relationship of young people with Israel; the anti-
Israel movements; the equilibrium between tradition and modernity; innovation in the religious 
services within the synagogue; the vision of Avraham Yeoshua Heschel; Zionism and the social 
and political panorama in Israel. 
  
In all of the sessions the topics were addressed with respect to the Jewish values and traditions 
and also with regards to their importance for the concrete Jewish experience nowadays. The 
combination of these two dimensions resulted in an environment with intense involvement from all 
of the participants.  
  
The conference began with an emotional celebration of the delivery of the Sefer Torah, donation of 
Mr. David Igdaloff and his wife Nilma founders of the Asociación de las Pampas, to the Associação 
Israelita do Ceará, received by Mr. Pablo Shejtman. 
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Following the Torah scroll donation ceremony, some pronouncements were made by Michael 
Grabiner WUPJ world chair, Miriam Vasserman, regional President and Ricardo Rotholtz, 
president of the organizing committee. 
 

     
          Michael Grabiner    Miriam Vasserman                              Ricardo Rotholtz 

 

Rabbi Joel Oseran, Vice President of international development of the WUPJ and Raul c. Gottlieb, 
vice President of the WUPJ Latin America also addressed welcome messages. 

 

     
                                               Rabino Joel Oseran                   Raul C. Gottlieb 

The opening of the conference was attended by authorities such as the Sub secretary of Human 
Rights and Cultural Pluralism of Buenos Aires, Claudio Avruj representing the local government; 
the Israeli ambassador in Argentina, Daniel Gazit; the president of the DAIA (Delegación de 
Asociaciones Israelitas Argentinas) umbrella institution of the Jewish community, Aldo Donzis. 
  
Rabbi Marcelo Polakoff, President of the Latin American Rabbinical Assembly, of the Conservative 
movement, emphasized the importance of integration and joint efforts among the liberal 
movements in the region.  Present, also as lecturer, was Dr. David Breakstone, Vice Chairman of 
the WZO (World Zionist Organization). 
 

 
Aldo Donzis        Rabino Marcelo Polakoff                Claudio Avruj            Dr. David Breakstone 

 

In the first plenary session, Rabbi Michael Marmur of the HUC-JIR and Rabbi Sergio Bergman, of 
the Judaica Foundation, spoke about the evolution of the role of the rabbi in Jewish tradition.  
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Rabino Sergio Bergman   Rabino Michael Marmur 

Essential support of various entities  
The organizers of the conference considered it essential to have the support and presence of 
representatives of various entities of the Jewish community in Argentina and Latin America such as 
AMIA, DAIA, OSA, Chazon Arteinu, Avoda, B’nei Brith, CAMI, CJL – Latin American Jewish 
Congress, CONIB/Brazil, FISESP/Brazil and UJCL – Union of Jewish Congregations of Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 
 

 
 
Religious Services: important moments of the confer ence  
The religious services held during the conference were moments filled with great emotions for the 
participants where they were all able to perceive their common roots and traditions. The religious 
services also reinforced the feeling of fraternization, integration and exchange among the various 
institutions and their representatives.  
On Friday night, the Kabalat Shabbat was held at the Libertad Temple, first synagogue in 
Argentina, declared a National Historical Monument. The ceremony was conducted by Rabbi 
Sergio Bergman who honored Jerry Tanembaum, President of the Yad B'Yad Task Force of the 
WUPJ, for the contributions to the Judaica Foundation. 
 

 

Click to watch the conference best moments: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZVuwm1tQOc 

On Saturday, the Shabbat service was conducted by Rabbi Gabriel Mazer, representing Rabbi 
Ruben Nisenbom, honored at the occasion, at the Mishkan Center of Jewish Spirituality. 
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The Havdala, at the Marriott Hotel, was led by Rabbi Joel Oseran, Vice President of International 
development of the WUPJ, with special emphasis on the attendance of young conference 
participants and of the Judaica Foundation, coordinated by Adrian Fada, student of the Marshall T. 
Mayer Rabbinical Seminar in Buenos Aires and by the Chazanim Alexandre Edelstein and Diego 
Rubinsztein.  

 

   
      Havdalah 

Rabbinical Kallah 
A Rabbinical Kallah (study conference) was held on August 8th and 9th in Buenos Aires at the NCI 
Emanu El Community, under the leadership of Rabbi Michael Marmur. The meeting, exclusive for 
rabbis and rabbinate students, had the doctrine of Abraham Joshua Heschel as its central theme. 
Besides studying, the 35 religious leaders present had the opportunity to debate their ideas and 
fraternize with colleagues from different places in Latin America and from other regions such as 
Europe and North America. 
 

   
Kallah participant Rabbis  

A wonderful experience through the roots of Judaism  in Argentina  
A group of 35 people participated in an excursion to small Jewish communities in the province of 
Entre Ríos, approximately 5 hours by car from Buenos Aires, Argentina. The trip, organized by 
David Igdaloff from the AIP (Asociación Israelita de las Pampas) and by the Abel Evelson from 
Lamroth Hakol Community Center, was part of the pre-conference program of the 4th Conference 
of the Jewish Communities in Latin America, organized by the WUPJ Latin America in August in 
Buenos Aires. 
 
At the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th centuries, the province of Entre Ríos was the 
privileged scenario of a fascinating and touching story: the arrival of tens of thousands of Jewish 
immigrants who left behind the persecution of the Czarist regime in Europe to give place to hope in 
a land that promised freedom and work. 
 



9 
 

With the support of the Jewish Colonization Association (JCA) – a philanthropic organization 
created in London in 1892 by Baron Maurice de Hirsch – began the establishment of agricultural 
colonies to provide shelter for impoverished immigrants, who became known as the “Jewish 
gauchos”. 
 
The effort shared between the JCA and the settlers resulted in the foundation of various towns and 
villages and was the origin of schools, hospitals, temples, libraries and agricultural cooperative 
associations, many of which are still active today and were visited by the WUPJ group. 
 
“It was a wonderful experience for all of us to have the opportunity to visit the colonies that 
received help from Baron Hirsch. We saw history from text books become a reality”, said Jerry 
Tanenbaum, President of the Yad B’ Yad Task Force, arm of the WUPJ that helps the communities 
in Latin America. To learn more about this fascinating part of the history of the Jews in Argentina 
click on www.colonizacionjudia.com.ar. 

Click to see a short video of the pre-conference tour: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dz7aCWxWu5o&feature=youtu.be 

Click for more photos: Pre Conferencia_BA2012 

 
       Dominguez Train Station & Synagogue                       L' Moises, Basavilbaso Synagogue 
 
Scholars in residence 

A valuable exchange of experiences: WUPJ leaders vi sit communities in Latin America 
 
WUPJ leaders visited various communities in the region, participating in meetings that provided a 
valuable exchange of experiences, in the time period that preceded the 4th Conference of the 
Jewish Communities in Latin America on August 8th to the 12th, in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
 
If on one hand the members of the communities – volunteers, professionals and activists – had the 
opportunity to listen and learn more about important topics related to Progressive Judaism, on the 
other, the leaders of the WUPJ were able to get to know closely the reality of these groups, their 
conquests and also the difficulties faced on a daily basis. In Brazil, the presence of WUPJ scholars 
had the support of the Conib (Israeli Confederation of Brazil). 
 
In Porto Alegre (Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil), the President of the WUPJ, Rabbi Stephen Fuchs, 
participated in activities organized by Sergio Caraver, president and by Professor Guershon 
Kwasniewski, religious leader of SIBRA Congregation. Besides meetings with the Jewish 
community, Rabbi Fuchs’ agenda also included meetings with an inter-religious dialogue group 
and with the mayor, José Fortunati. The President of the WUPJ also visited the construction site of 
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one of the stadiums for the Soccer World Cup of 2014 and played a little soccer with a group of 
underprivileged children. 
  

 

The Zero Hora newspaper, one of the most renowned in Brazil, published an interview with Rabbi 
Fuchs, emphasizing his “way of exercising faith following the evolution of customs”. 
http://firs.com.br/noticias/rabino-fuchs-deixa-uma-boa-imagem-em-sua-visita-a-porto-alegre.aspx  

http://lproweb.procempa.com.br/pmpa/prefpoa/cs/usu_video/03-
08_lider_mundial_do_judaismo_visita_a_capital.wmv  

 
In Chile, the city of Santiago received Rabbi Joel Oseran, the WUPJ’s Vice President of 
International Development. Victor Grimblatt, president and Rabbi Chaim Koritzinsky from the 
Ruach Ami Congregation, which has been becoming an important alternative for those people 
interested in Progressive Judaism in the capital city of Chile, held activities with Rabbi Oseran, 
discussing topics such as “Challenges for Israel and the Jewish world in the 21st century”; “Why 
am I a Progressive Jew?”; and also the need for cooperation between the different Jewish 
movements existing in Chile. 
 
The Vice President of the WUPJ also visited other Chilean institutions, like the Yakar community in 
Santiago leaded by Rabbi Roberto Feldmann and the Max Nordau Congregation in Valparaiso, 
which had been seriously damaged in an earthquake in 2010 and received resources from a 
WUPJ fund for its reconstruction.  
 

    

Rabbi Joel Oseran (L) & Rabbi Chaim Koritzinsky / Ruaj Ami                 Members of the 

renewed Synagogue in Valparaiso  

 

The city of Belo Horizonte (Minas Gerais, Brazil) was the destination of Professor Paul Liptz, 
Director of Education at the WUPJ’s Anita Saltz International Education Center in Jerusalem, 
before the conference in Argentina.  
 



 

Welcomed by president Maria An
CIM Congregation (Congregação Israelita Mineira), Liptz conducted lectures for the local 
community, university students and professionals and also at a meeting with representatives from 
Jewish institutions, such as the Israeli Federation of Minas Gerais, Israeli Brazilian Association, 
Theodor Herzl School, Na’amat Pioneers and Wizo. The agenda also included a visit to a small 
Jewish community in Ouro Preto, one of the most important historical
World Heritage Site by UNESCO.
 

 

The communities in São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro had the visit of Rabbi Michael Marmur who was 
in Brazil for the first time. Rabbi Marmur is Vice President for Academic Affairs at the Heb
Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion, responsible for the campuses in New York, Cincinnati, 
Los Angeles and Jerusalem. 
At the CIP Congregation (Congregação Israelita Paulista), hosted by president Sergio Kulikovsky 
and Rabbi Ruben Sternschein, Rabbi Marmur spoke about “The various meanings of Masoret: the 
legitimacy of Liberal Judaism in Israel and throughout the world”, where he spoke about the 
importance of traditions in contemporary society.
 
Still in the capital city of São Paulo, Rabbi Marm
couples who hold monthly shiurim with rabbis from the CIP Congregation. The WUPJ 
representative spoke about the topic “Why am I a Reform Jew?” emphasizing the dilemma about 
how to conciliate Judaism and mo
 

At the ARI Congregation (Associação Religiosa Israelita) in Rio de Janeiro, hosted by the  
president Evelyn Milsztajn, vice-
Dario Bialer, Rabbi Marmur spoke about space and time, making an analogy with the name of the 
city: Rio (space) de Janeiro (time). Also at ARI, Rabbi Marmur participated in a Torah study group 
after the Shabat religious service and in a Havdalah ceremony with a group of young peopl
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Welcomed by president Maria Antonieta Cohen, Rabbi Leonardo Alanati and other   leaders of the 
CIM Congregation (Congregação Israelita Mineira), Liptz conducted lectures for the local 
community, university students and professionals and also at a meeting with representatives from 

h institutions, such as the Israeli Federation of Minas Gerais, Israeli Brazilian Association, 
Theodor Herzl School, Na’amat Pioneers and Wizo. The agenda also included a visit to a small 
Jewish community in Ouro Preto, one of the most important historical cities in Brazil and declared a 
World Heritage Site by UNESCO. 

The communities in São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro had the visit of Rabbi Michael Marmur who was 
in Brazil for the first time. Rabbi Marmur is Vice President for Academic Affairs at the Heb

Jewish Institute of Religion, responsible for the campuses in New York, Cincinnati, 

At the CIP Congregation (Congregação Israelita Paulista), hosted by president Sergio Kulikovsky 
Rabbi Marmur spoke about “The various meanings of Masoret: the 

legitimacy of Liberal Judaism in Israel and throughout the world”, where he spoke about the 
importance of traditions in contemporary society. 

Still in the capital city of São Paulo, Rabbi Marmur participated in a meeting with a group of young 
couples who hold monthly shiurim with rabbis from the CIP Congregation. The WUPJ 
representative spoke about the topic “Why am I a Reform Jew?” emphasizing the dilemma about 
how to conciliate Judaism and modernity, which instigated the audience. 

 

At the ARI Congregation (Associação Religiosa Israelita) in Rio de Janeiro, hosted by the  
-president Teresa Roth and by the Rabbis Sergio Margulies and 

spoke about space and time, making an analogy with the name of the 
city: Rio (space) de Janeiro (time). Also at ARI, Rabbi Marmur participated in a Torah study group 
after the Shabat religious service and in a Havdalah ceremony with a group of young peopl

tonieta Cohen, Rabbi Leonardo Alanati and other   leaders of the 
CIM Congregation (Congregação Israelita Mineira), Liptz conducted lectures for the local 
community, university students and professionals and also at a meeting with representatives from 

h institutions, such as the Israeli Federation of Minas Gerais, Israeli Brazilian Association, 
Theodor Herzl School, Na’amat Pioneers and Wizo. The agenda also included a visit to a small 

cities in Brazil and declared a 

 

The communities in São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro had the visit of Rabbi Michael Marmur who was 
in Brazil for the first time. Rabbi Marmur is Vice President for Academic Affairs at the Hebrew 

Jewish Institute of Religion, responsible for the campuses in New York, Cincinnati, 

At the CIP Congregation (Congregação Israelita Paulista), hosted by president Sergio Kulikovsky 
Rabbi Marmur spoke about “The various meanings of Masoret: the 

legitimacy of Liberal Judaism in Israel and throughout the world”, where he spoke about the 

ur participated in a meeting with a group of young 
couples who hold monthly shiurim with rabbis from the CIP Congregation. The WUPJ 
representative spoke about the topic “Why am I a Reform Jew?” emphasizing the dilemma about 

 

At the ARI Congregation (Associação Religiosa Israelita) in Rio de Janeiro, hosted by the  
president Teresa Roth and by the Rabbis Sergio Margulies and 

spoke about space and time, making an analogy with the name of the 
city: Rio (space) de Janeiro (time). Also at ARI, Rabbi Marmur participated in a Torah study group 
after the Shabat religious service and in a Havdalah ceremony with a group of young people. 
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WUPJ Latin America gains strength with new affiliat es  

The renewal period of the Yamim Noraim was even more significant for the WUPJ Latin America 
with the inclusion, by unanimous decision, of three new congregations into their list of members. 
The new members of the WUPJ Latin America are the Comunidad Judia of Huánuco in Peru, 
under the guidance of Rabbi Peter Tarlow; the Congregación Judia Bet Jadash, in Guayaquil, 
Ecuador, guided by Rabbi Terry Bookman; and the Asociación Judia Reformista de Guatemala- 
Adat  Israel, in Guatemala where Rabbi Elyse Goldstein works. 
Thus the WUPJ Latin America also renews its mission of building bridges between the Reform / 
Progressive congregations in the region, supporting and organizing programs with inclusive Jewish 
content.  
A good example was actually observed at the Adat Israel congregation in Guatemala where the 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur religious services were held for the first time, with the presence 
Rabbi Deborah Lynn and her husband Fred Lipschultz as volunteers.  
 

 

 

New Rabbis for the region 

Currently, two students belonging to affiliated entities of the WUPJ in Latin America are taking 
courses at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, with campuses in Israel and USA, 
where they form the reform rabbis: Beni Wajnberg, of Brazil and Tati Schagas from Argentina, 
participate in HUC-JIR's programs. 

Uri Lam, who had been acting as assistant rabbi at the CIP Congregation since August of 2005, 
was approved by the Vaadat Hasmachá (rabbinical ordination committee) of the Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion, in Israel. 
The festive ceremony was held on November 14 but Uri Lam already started working as a new 
reform rabbi at the CIP Congregation. 
The WUPJ congratulates the new rabbi and recognizes his efforts and dedication throughout all 
these years, and certainly the ones that will follow, in developing projects that enrich the Jewish life 
of the community in São Paulo. 
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Rabbi Uri Lam 

 

New course for youth leaders in São Paulo 
The Shidrug Project is the newest improvement course for young educator leaders of the Jewish 
community, held at the CIP - Congregation Israelita Paulista headquarters in partnership with the, 
Arymax Foundation and the WUPJ Latin America. 
 
The inaugural class, after welcome from representatives of the project organizers, the youngsters 
could talk to Marcelo Maghidman, Master in Philosophy and special education consultant; Damian 
Dzienciarsky, Hebrew language and Tanach specialist and current curriculum coordinator of the 
Jewish department of the Peretz School. 

Also participated in the meeting through Skype Dr. Eli Gottlieb, director of the Mandel Leadership 
Institute and Vice President of the Mandel Foundation in Israel; Rabbi Michael Marmur, Vice 
President for Academic Affairs at the Hebrew Union College; and Zvi Bekerman director of the 
Melton Center for Jewish Education at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where he teaches 
anthropology of education at the School of Education. Dr. Zvi Bekerman, Rabbi Marmur and Dr. 
Gotlieb. 

“We were very fortunate to receive excellent candidates and we kicked off the project with a very 
high quality lesson.  We are very happy and encouraged with this new journey”, commented Rabbi 
Reuben Sternschein. 
 

 

 

Exchange between the WUPJ affiliates in Brazil  
Rabbis from various institutions affiliated to the WUPJ-LA will visit the SIBRA, in Porto Alegre (RS), 
to conduct the Shabbat religious services during the period in which Professor Guershon 
Kwasniewski, religious leader of the community, concludes his rabbinical studies in Israel. 
Rabbis Leonardo Alanati, from the Congregação Israelita Mineira, Sergio Margulies, from the 
Associação Religiosa Israelita (RJ), and Rubens Sternschein and Uri Lam, from the Congregação 
Israelita Paulista (SP) will participate in the exchange program.  
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12º Meeting of Professionals and Leaders - Joint Di stribution Committee  
The city of Quito, in Ecuador, was the stage of the 12th Meeting of Leaders of Jewish Institutions 
and Communities in Latin America and the Caribbean promoted by the Joint Distribution 
Committee. 
Over 500 volunteers and professionals from synagogues, schools, sports clubs and community 
entities from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, 
Uruguay and Venezuela interacted and shared moments of study, reflection and experiences. 
Rabbi Dario Bialer, from the ARI-RJ, represented the WUPJ-LA at the meeting, also participating in 
a Rabbinical Convention that was held in the Ecuadorian capital. 
 

 

 

“Connections 2013” – 36 th Biannual International Convention of the WUPJ 

"Making the difference"/April 28-May 5, 2013-Jerusa lem  

 

As happens in every meeting, we hope to count with a large delegation. 

  
Moscow 2005                                 Israel 2007   Israel 2009   San Francisco 2011 

 

Devarim Magazine 
In 2012 there were released three editions: in April (ed. 17), August (ed. 18) and in November 19th 
Edition.  This important publication of ARI-RJ/Israeli Religious Association of Rio de Janeiro, 
receives the support of the WUPJ. Devarim magazine is a publication in Portuguese dedicated to 
modern Jewish thought. Devarim is distributed free by ARI for all who want to receive. To appear in 
the magazine's subscriber list just send e-mail with name and postal address to 
devarim@arirj.com.br. It can also be accessed on the network, the link 
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http://www.docpro.com.br/devarim/. The electronic library contains resources for search all 
numbers and texts can be used for didactic purposes.  

      

Communication  

Website  
The WUPJ-Latin America did a revamp on its Web site, seeking to broaden the information 
available, with an area for news, list of affiliated institutions and texts that convey our values on 
Progressive Judaism. The e-mail address is www.wupj.latinamerica.org  and the content is 
available in Portuguese, Spanish and English. 

     

Newsletters 

During the year there were released newsletters editions 56 to 64 issues. New monthly editions are 
being planned for 2013. 
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Activities planned for 2013 

�  Our goals- spread the message of Progressive Judaism in Latin America. Educate Jews 
(professional and lay leaders), support our congregations, attract youth, and form Reform 
Rabbis (Spanish and Portuguese speaking).  

� How: Participation in events, dissemination of materials, website, editing newsletters, 
visiting affiliates and non-affiliated communities in order to show the work of WUPJ, 
attracting partners and strengthening the message that Progressive Judaism is legitimate 
and should be taken seriously. 

� Rabbinical Leadership Training for Latin America 
� Beutel Seminar for Lay Leaders– Israel – 07 a 17 de fevereiro 
� Bergman Seminar for Educators –/ July-2013 
� Connections 2013 – May 01 a 05- Israel 

� Regional Leadership meetings 
� Youth / Seminars for capacitation 
� Lashir Benefesh – singing with the soul( seminar for chazanim and Shlihei tzibur ) / March 

2013 
� Alcance –Outreach Program to the small communities assisting with services(Shabbatot, 

lectures, Chaguim) 
� Scholar in Residence  
� Tora donation  
� Devarim support – 3 Edition over the year- all around Brazil congregations with Liberal 

Content. 
� AIP and UJCL support (Regional development) 

 
 
 
 

             

Miriam Vasserman      Raul Cesar Gottlieb 
President       Vice President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Union for Progressive Judaism – Latin America 
http://www.wupj-latinamerica.org 
contato@wupj-latinamerica.org 

5511 3865 9492  


